
 

 

 

Energikontor Sydost – Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden 

 
The Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden was established in 1999 as an EU project under 
the Association of Local and Regional Authorities in Kronoberg. The reason was the 
increased global and European focus on climate change, reinforcing the need for qualified 
and impartial players in the energy and transport field. Since 2007 activities have been 
operated under the Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden Ltd. The company is jointly owned 
by an association where regional councils, counties and municipalities in Blekinge, Kalmar 
and Kronoberg are members. The Energy Agency’s approximately 30 employees work in all 
three counties in offices in Oskarshamn, Kalmar, Karlskrona and the headquarters in Växjö.  
The Energy Agency’s mission is to provide timely, objective and impartial information and 
knowledge about energy and transport issues.  
 
 
Projects and core activities  
The Energy Agency is working to initiate, coordinate and implement projects aimed at 
improving the energy efficiency and increased supply of renewable energy in all sectors of 
society. The agency works strategically and systematically to link the projects at the local and 
regional level with the projects of the European and international market. The largest clients 
for the agency include the EU, the Swedish Energy Agency, the Swedish Transport 
Administration and the Swedish National Agency for Education. Regional clients and target 
groups are both private and public operators in south eastern Sweden.  
 
In the EU projects, the office operates in cooperation with other energy agencies and 
organizations throughout Europe. The Energy Agency for Southeast Sweden is a member of 
the Association of Swedish Regional Energy Agencies (FSEK), in its European counterpart 
Fedarene and actively participates in their boards.  
 
The business is divided into three business lines:  
 

• Buildings (energy efficiency, renewable energy)  

• Learning and Lifestyle (information, education, behavioural influences)  

• Transport (fuels, mobility management, freight)  

The work of the agency involves managing projects, conducting investigations, creating and 
maintaining networks and participating in the dissemination of experiences and best 
practices. Experience is spread through the organization of activities such as conferences, 
conducting presentations at conferences and schools, development of articles and reports, 
brochures, magazines, newsletters and also via our websites. 
 
www.energikontorsydost.se 



 

 

Municipality of Växjö  
 
Växjö is a combination of idyllic small town, university town and centre of entertainment – a 
strong regional centre in the middle of the southeast of Sweden. 83,000 people live in Växjö 
municipality and within a radius of 100 kilometres live 1.2 million people. Business life is rich 
and diverse – 7,000 companies in a dynamic mixture of sizes and industries. Major 
international companies collaborate with smaller entrepreneurs. Volvo Construction 
Equipment AB, Alstom, Södra, Getinge, Carrier, Visma SPCS AB, Atea, IST, A-Betong, 
Balco, Saab AB, RottneIndustri AB, Boss Media, and Skrivab are amongst the better known.  
 
The vision is that Växjö shall become a municipality where it is easy and profitable to live a 
good life without fossil fuels.The municipality has for a long time successfully worked with 
environmental and climate issues and the political consensus and involvement has given 
visible results.   
 
The emissions of carbon dioxide from Växjö have decreased by 22 % per capita between 
1993 and 2010. This means that every inhabitant in Växjö only contributes to the climate 
change with about 3,5 ton CO2. The result of 2010 is actually a bad result – in 2009 the 
decrease was 34 %. Due to the very cold year, and to the fact that the CHP plant is facing its 
maximum capacity, a lot of oil was used as back-up. However, the prognosis shows that in 
2011 we will be back to normal levels again. And the problem with the CHP capacity will be 
solved when a new plant is being built within the next few years.   
The politicians in the municipality decided back in 1996 that Växjö shall become a Fossil Fuel 
Free city. Even if Växjö already has come far, there are more to do. The goal is that the 
emissions per capita shall be reduced by 55 % until year 2015 compared to 1993. Växjö shall 
be fossil fuel free 2030. 
 
All political parties are unanimous in this task that also involves industry, NGOs and citizens. 
The reduction has mainly been achieved by substitution of oil for biomass in the heating. 
More than 80 % of the energy for heating is renewable. Most of the emissions come from 
transportation, but here is also a decrease of the emissions lately. This reduction is a result 
of a bigger share of environmental vehicles and more biofuel blended in petrol and diesel. 
 
www.vaxjo.se 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

VEAB – Växjö Energi AB (municipal energy supplier)  
 
Sweden’s first municipal power station for street lighting and general distribution was opened 
in Växjö in 1887 – only five years after the first two power stations in the world had been 
brought into operation, one in London, the other in New York. Just over 90 years later, in 
1980, VEAB was once again the first in the country to convert an oil-fired district heating 
plant to burn biofuel with great success. Nobody had carried out such a conversion before to 
produce district heating. Three years later, in 1983, VEAB was at it again with the first biofuel 
combined heat and power plant. Thanks to their large-scale investment in district heating, the 
air in Växjö has improved considerably and the city has come a long way in the battle for 
environmentally friendly heating.  
 
At the Sandvik plant VEAB produces district heating and electricity from two biofuel-fired 
cogeneration blocks, a biofuel-fired hot water boiler plus oil and electric hot water boilers. 
Production is split into one third electricity and two thirds heat, with the heat delivered to their 
district heating customers and the electricity going to the electricity market. Recently also 
biofuel based production and distribution of cooling has started. The electricity which VEAB 
produces represents around 25–30% of Växjö’s annual consumption. A new co-generation 
facility is planned to be ready in 2014 that will further increase the electricity production and 
reduce the need for oil at peak load. 
 
District heating was introduced in Växjö at the start of the 1970s. Nowadays most large 
buildings and a large proportion of houses are supplied with district heating from the Sandvik 
combined heat and power plant. The plant is fuelled primarily with biofuel and is equipped 
with an effective flue gas cleaning system. VEAB has successfully created great trust in 
district heating as a valuable, reliable and environmentally friendly method of heating. The 
development of district heating started in the centre of Växjö and the housing areas which 
previously had their own local heating centres. Alongside the connection of these areas, 
expansion has continued in industrial areas and since 1997 also in centrally located 
residential areas. 
 

• District heating customers  7 230 (6 177 one family houses) 

• Net of district heating 365 km 

• Bioenergy part of the production > 98% (normal winters) 

• Production of district heating 582 GWh 

VEAB has also established local heating plants in Ingelstad, Rottne and Braås, with demand 
for similar solutions coming in from other villages in the municipality. The benefits are the 
same as for large scale district heating, although the technology has been modified to 
operate at lower pressure and temperature. The local heating plant in Ingelstad has also 
become an important research resource for the Bioenergy Centre at Växjö University, with 
results helping to promote the development of more efficient and reliable equipment.  
www.veab.se 
 


