Over the last 25 years the use of oil in
the production has been reduced from
100 percent down to 5 percent and the
majority of the raw material used in the
production is made up from logging
residue from felling areas, bark, wood
chips and peat.
As a result of being almost non oil dependant, VEAB has replaced 85,500

m³/year of oil, reducing their emission
of fossil CO2 by 249,000 tons.
The district heating system in Rottne
has been in operation since 1997. The
production has since then increased by
150 % and is to more than 97 % based
on biomass.

Low energy house in Portvakten

www.enercitee.eu

Good practice from Smaland
(Kalmar and Kronoberg/Blekinge)
Study visit & training session

EnercitEE
IMPRINT
EnercitEE Mini-Programme Coordination Office  ׀Saxon State Office for Environment, Agriculture and Geology
Pillnitzer Platz 3, 01326 Dresden Pillnitz
Phone: +49 (0)351 2612 5510  ׀Email: info@enercitee.eu
www.enercitee.eu

4 // EnercitEE / April 2011

European networks, experience and recommendations
helping cities and citizens to become Energy Efficient

Good practice from Smaland
STUDY VISITS ON BIOMASS PLANTS
AND TRAINING SESSION ON
VÄXJÖ'S CLIMATE STRATEGY

The study visits were organised to a big
cogeneration plant in Växjö and a small
district heating facility in Rottne, 20 km
outside of Växjö.

The training session was given by
Henrik Johansson who is in charge of
climate planning and documentation for
the city of Växjö. Växjö has been
acclaimed the ”greenest city in Europe”
by ICLEI and BBC and is now using
this for promoting their work internally
and externally.
The environmental issues have been
very important for Växjö since the end
of the 60’s. In the 80’s the firsts steps
towards a fossil fuel free community
were taken, when the energy company
started to replace oil with biomass in
district heating. In 1996, a unanimous
political decision was taken that Växjö
will be a Fossil Fuel Free municipality
(meaning the whole geographical area)
by 2030. The fossil fuel free concept is
based on two strategies – to increase
the share of renewable energy sources,
and to use energy efficiently.
Växjö is monitoring its CO2 emissions,
in order to see the progress towards
the target. The figures for 2010 show a
decrease of -23 % per capita compared
to the levels of 1993.
Växjö can also show that it is possible
to achieve positive environmental
results and at the same time maintain
an economic growth. There is no
contradiction between these two.
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District heating, combined power
and heat (CHP)

Växjö Energi AB is the main supplier of
heat, electricity and cold in the county
of Kronoberg. The plant in Växjö, the
Sandvik plant, is a facility that supplies
district heating, cogenerated electricity
and district cooling to the consumer
grid.

District heating is an intelligent and
environmentally friendly alternative to
heat homes, schools and other venues.
District heating is the heart of the local
energy supply as it can use resources
that would otherwise be lost - such as
residue from logging.
When electricity is produced
simultaneously with district heating it is
called CHP. CHP is more energy
efficient and environmentally friendly
than other generation since it provides
both electricity and heat.

EnercitEE members visiting the district heating system in Rottne

Inside the Sandvik plant (Växjö Energi AB)

About EnercitEE
EnercitEE will contribute to the
improvement of local and regional policies
and provide assistance in the transfer of
knowledge on energy efficiency and
sustainable transport.
EnercitEE will identify and analyse good
practices, foster the exchange of
experience and carry out light pilot
implementation to increase the level of
energy efficiency of local authorities and
their citizens as the new target group.
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