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Good practice from Haute-Savoie

STUDY VISIT ON ECO OFFICE
BUILDING IN ANNECY, FRANCE

Prioriterre, the energy advice centre of
Haute-Savoie developed the idea to have a
demonstration building that shows how one
can change consumption behaviour through
simple and practical principles in everyday
life. Together with Meythet city and other
partners, Prioriterre has worked on a high
performance building that will become the
association’s new office.

The Maison pour la Planete (house for the
planet) was designed with support of the
INTERREG [lIA  programme France/
Switzerland and involved Prioriterre, HEPIA
(Geneva engineering school), the city of
Meythet, Haute-Savoie Council and several
architects who worked on the idea of a very
low energy building. The building was
constructed from 2008 to 2009 and is
owned by the municipality.

Special attention was given to the
environmental impact of materials which
were chosen for their lower energy
consumption and fewer emissions of
greenhouse gases and that included less
heavy metal in the production process.

The Maison pour la Planete is one of the
first service buildings in Haute-Savoie that
received the MINERGIE-P-ECO® label
(Swiss high performance building label).
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Different construction materials used

In practical terms, it means that the building
has an energy requirement for heating
below 15kWh/m?/year thanks to its
insulation and to the very good air-tightness
of the envelope and an energy consumption
of less than 30 kWh/m?/year thanks to the
equipment: double flow ventilation, heat
pump with geothermal probe, and solar
thermal heating.

The concept was also to show that such a

building can be built by other local
authorities or for enterprises.

Mechanical heat recovery ventilation

The MINERGIE standard

MINERGIE is a registered quality label
for new and refurbished low-energy-
consumption buildings.

MINERGIE-P® addresses the energy
performance (final energy
consumption) of a building while

MINERGIE-ECO® addresses the
health and environmental quality of the
building (use of healthy and locally
available materials).

More information on the MINERGIE
standards is available on the following
websites:

* www.minergie.fr

(in French) and

* www.minergie.ch

(in French and German).

Floor boxes and its insulation (ground floor)
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